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Part  I 


HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF  THE  MENNO- 
NITES  AND  THE  ORIGIN  OF  THE 
CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  OF 
MENNONITES 

The  Mennonites  trace  their  beginning  back  to 
the  days  of  the  Anabaptists  in  Switzerland,  Ger- 
many, and  Holland,  in  the  early  part  of  the  six- 
teenth century.  The  attempt  to  trace  Mennonit- 
ism  either  as  a faith  in  its  totality  or  as  a distinct 
body  of  people  to  earlier  predecessors,  has  so  far 
been  attended  with  no  great  degree  of  success. 

The  Anabaptist  movement  was  a progressive 
wing  of  the  Zwinglian  reformation  in  Switzer- 
land which  carried  the  reform  movement  much 
farther  than  either  Zwingli  or  Luther  were  willing 
to  go.  Both  these  reformers,  great  as  their  services 
to  reform  were,  yet  refused  to  make  religion  a 
purely  personal  matter  between  the  individual  and 
his  God.  They  still  retained  from  the  old  Catholic 
system  the  union  of  church  and  state  and  compul- 
sory church  membership  initiated  by  infant  bap- 
tism. The  Anabaptists  maintained  that  religion 
should  be  a voluntary  matter  and  church  member- 
ship should  be  a matter  of  choice.  Only  the  truly 
regenerate  should  be  members  of  the  church,  and 
consequently  only  adults  by  their  own  free  choice 
upon  confession  of  faith  should  be  baptized.  For 
this  reason  they  were  called  “Wiedertaufer,”  or 
later  in  English,  Anabaptists,  because  they  re- 
baptized such  as  believed  in  a voluntary  non-state 
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church.  This  belief  so  fundamentally  affected  the 
very  foundation  of  both  church  and  state  as  they 
were  organized  in  the  medieval  days,  that  the  ad- 
herents of  the  faith  were  severely  persecuted  for 
several  centuries.  At  first  they  were  exiled,  burned 
at  the  stake,  boiled  in  hot  water,  thrown  into  rivers 
and  otherwise  tortured.  Later,  after  the  times  be- 
came more  humanitarian,  they  were  denied  many 
of  the  civil  privileges  of  other  citizens.  It  is  only 
within  rather  recent  times  that  they  have  been 
granted  complete  religious  toleration  in  European 
countries. 

In  addition  to  opposition  to  infant  baptism  and 
the  union  of  church  and  state,  the  Anabaptists  be- 
lieved in  rather  a literal  interpretation  of  the  Ser- 
mon on  the  Mount,  and  thus  discarded  the  oath,  and 
literally  obeyed  the  command,  “Thou  shalt  not 
kill,”  applying  it  equally  to  war,  murder,  and  ju- 
dicial execution.  Because  of  their  persecution  by 
state  authorities  everywhere  they  developed  a poli- 
cy of  non-participation  in  all  civil  government. 

By  1536  as  a result  of  persecutions,  the  Ana- 
baptists had  lost  all  of  their  leaders  and  they  had 
been  scattered  throughout  southern  Germany,  Hol- 
land, and  northern  Switzerland.  In  the  mean- 
time, too,  a number  of  divisions  had  occurred 
among  them.  It  was  at  this  time  that  Menno 
Simons,  a monk  of  Friesland,  upon  a careful  study 
of  the  Bible,  became  convinced  of  the  error  of  the 
Catholic  system  and  allied  himself  with  the  Ana- 
baptists. - He  was  a man  of  strong  conviction  and 
aggressive  personality,  and  soon  became;  the  leader 
of  the  movement.  ; In  Holland,  Northern  Ger- 
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many,  and  later  even  in  some  parts  : of  Switzer- 
land, the  name  of  “Doopsgezinde”  and  Wieder- 
taufer  gave  way  to  Mennist,  follower  of  Menno. 
Menno  and  his  followers  practically  taught  and 
practised  the  same  faith  and  doctrines  as  the 
peaceful,  non-resistant  type  of  Anabaptists,  and 
this  faith  has  been  handed  down  With  very  slight 
change  to  thousands  of  humble  followers  of  the 
meek  and  lowly  Christ  to  the  present  day. 

A few  Dutch  Mennonites  came  to  New  York  as 
early  as  1643.  Another  small  colony  came  to  Del- 
aware in  1663.  Both  of  these  disappeared,  how- 
ever, from  history.  The  first  permanent  Mennonite 
colony  in  America  was  established  at  Germantown, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1683,  upon  personal  invitation  of 
William  Penn.  The  colony  consisted  of  thirteen 
families  from  Crefeld,  Germany,  near  the  Holland 
border.  Several  of  these  families  were  at  the  time 
of  the  Quaker  faith,  having  been  converted  to 
that  faith  in  Europe  a few  years  before  by  Wil- 
liam Penn,  and  other  zealous  Quaker  preachers. 
Germantown  became  not  only  the  first  Mennonite 
colony  in  America,  but  also  the  first'  German  settle- 
ment in  the  N ew  World.  w », ! i 

In  1710  began  another  settlement  of  Mennonites 
from  southern  Germany,  in  Lancaster  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. From  these  two  pioneer  settlements  near- 
ly all  the  later  Mennonite  colonies  were  developed. 
From  1820  to  1860  there  was  another  period  of 
emigration  from  Europe.  These  were  mostly  of 
the  Amish  branch  of  the  church,  and  located  prin- 
cipally in  Ohio,  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Waterloo 
county,  Ontario.  From  1874  to  1880' occurred  a 
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heavy  immigration  of  Russian  Mennonites  to  Kan-: 
sa&,  Nebraska,  Dakota,  and  Manitoba. 

The  Central  Conference  of  Mennonites  is  an 
outgrowth  of  the  Amish  wing  of  the  church.  The 
Amish  branch  had  its  origin  in  the  Canton  of 
Berne,  Switzerland,  where  a Mennonite  preacher, 
Jacob  Amman  by  name,  because  of  conservative 
ideas  in  both  doctrine  and  church  practice,  was  the 
cause  of  division  of  the  churches  in  that  region  in 
1693.  This  division  was  brought  to  America  by 
the  early  immigrants. ) 

Many  of  the  Amish  who  came  during  the  second 
period  of  Mennonite  immigration,  namely  from 
1820  to  1850,  located  along  various  creeks  in  Cen- 
tral Illinois— Rock  Creek,  Ten  Mile,  Dillon,  and 
Partridge  Creek. 

Before  the  civil  war  communication  was  difficult, 
the  congregations  were  far  apart,  and  as  a conse- 
quence each  congregation  was  independent,  both 
in  its  government  and  in  the  development  of  its 
idea  of  church  doctrine.  From  1862  to  1878,  an 
attempt  was  made  to  organize  the  various  Amish 
congregations  of  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Il- 
linois, and  Iowa,  into  a conference,  but  the  attempt 
did  not  meet  with  a very  large  degree  of  success, 
due  largely  to  the  fact  that  because  of  the  isolated 
condition  of  many  of  these  congregations,  differ- 
ences of  opinion  as  to  what  the  essentials  of  the 
faith  are,  had  developed.  The  issue  was  one  that 
today  would  be  designated  by  the  terms  Conserva- 
tive and  Progressive,  a classification  that  today  is 
found  in  every  religious,  political,  educational,  and 
social  organization  extant. 
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After  1878  each  congregation  followed  its  own 
individual  development  with  very  little  of  common 
influence.  In  the  late  eighties  a number  of  these 
congregations  again  united  in  the  organization  of  a 
conference,  but  among  those  which  took  no  part  in 
the  new  organization  was  the  Rock  Creek  organi- 
zation, presided  over  by  Bishop  Joseph  Stuckey. 
Bishop  Stuckey  was  an  energetic  man  of  unusual 
strength  of  personality  and  more  than  ordinary 
ability  as  a preacher.  In  the  course  of  his  minis- 
try he  helped  to  organize  a number  of  congrega- 
tions in  Illinois  and  other  states. 

In  1899  these  congregations,  together  with  sev- 
eral other  independent  congregations,  organized 
themselves  into  a conference  unit  and  assumed  the 
official  name  of  “The  Central  Illinois  Conference 
of  Mennonites,”  later  the  Central  Conference  of 
Mennonites.  ) 
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Part  II 


Confession  of  Faith  of  Central 
Conference  of  Mennonites 

Article  I 

CONCERNING  GOD  AND  THE  CREATION 
OF  ALL  THINGS 

.Whereas  it  is  declared,  that  “without  faith  it  is 
impossible  to  please  God”  (Heb.  11:6),  and  that 
“he  that  cometh  to  God  must  believe  that  he  is, 
and  that  he  is  a rewarder  of  them  that  diligently 
seek  him,”  therefore  we  confess  with  the  mouth, 
and  believe  with  the  heart,  together  with  all  the 
pious,  according  to  the  Holy  Scriptures,  that  there 
is  one  Eternal,  Almighty,  and  Incomprehensible 
God,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  and  none  more 
and  none  other,  before  Whom  no  God  existed, 
neither  will  exist  after  Him.  For  from  Him, 
through  Him,  and  in  Him  are  all  things.  To  Him 
be  blessing,  praise  and  honor,  for  ever  and  ever. 
Gen.  17:1;  Deut.  6:4  ; Isaiah  46:9;  I John  5:7. 

In  this  one  God,  Who  “worketh  all  in  all,”  we 
believe.  Him  we  confess  as  the  Creator  of  all 
things,  visible  and  invisible;  Who  in  six  days  cre- 
ated and  prepared  “heaven  and  earth,  and  the  sea, 
and  all  things  that  are  therein.”  And  we  further 
believe  that  this  God  still  governs  and  preserves 
the  same,  together  with  all  His  works,  through  His 
wisdom,  His  might,  and  the  “word  of  his  power.” 
Gen.  5:1,  2;  Acts  14:15;  1 Cor,  12:6;  Heb.  1:3. 
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When  He  had  finished  His  works  and,  accord- 
ing to  His  good  pleasure,  had  ordained  and  pre- 
pared each  of  them,  so  that  they  were  right  and 
good  according  to  their  nature,  being,  and  quality, 
He  created  the  first  man,  Adam,  the  father  of  all 
of  us,  gave  him  a body  formed  “of  the  dust  of  the 
ground,  and  breathed  into  his  nostrils  the  breath 
of  life,”  so  that  he  “became  a living  soul,”  cre- 
ated by  God  in  His  own  image  and  likeness,  in 
“righteousness  and  true  holiness”  unto  eternal  life. 
He  also  gave  him  a place  above  all  other  creatures 
and  endowed  him  with  many  high  and  excellent 
gifts,  put  him  into  the  garden  of  Eden,  and  gave 
him  a commandment  and  an  interdiction.  There- 
upon He  took  a rib  from  the  side  of  Adam,  made 
a woman  out  of  it,  brought  her  to  him,  and  gave 
her  to  him  as  a helpmeet.  Consequently  He  has 
caused,  that  from  this  first  man,  Adam,  all  men 
who  “dwell  on  the  face  of  the  earth,”  have  been 
begotten  and  have  descended.  Gen.  1:27;  2:7,  15, 
17,  22;  5:1;  Acts  17:26. 

Article  II 

THE  FALL  OF  MAN 

We  believe  and  confess,  that,  according  to  the 
purport  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  bur  first  parents, 
Adam  and  Eve,  did  not  long  remain  in  the  happy 
state  In  which  they  were  created;  but  did,  after 
being  seduced  by  the  deceit  and  “subtility”  of  the 
serpent'  ind  envy  of  the  devil,  violate  the  high  com- 
mand of  God  and  became  disobedient  to  their 
Creator  ; through  which  disobedience,  “sin  entered 
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into  the  world,  and  death  by  sin” ; so  that  “death 
passed  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have  sinned,” 
and  thereby  incurred  the  wrath  of  God  and  con- 
demnation. For  which  reason  our  first  parents 
were,  by  God,  driven  out  of  Paradise,  to  cultivate 
the  earth,  to  maintain  themselves  thereon  in  sor- 
row, and  to  “eat  their  bread  in  the  sweat  of  their 
face,”  until  they  “returned  to  the  ground,  from 
which  they  were  taken.”  And  that  they  did,  there- 
fore, through  this  one  sin,  so  far  apostatize,  de- 
part, and  estrange  themselves  from  God  that  they 
could  neither  help  themselves,  nor  be  helped  by 
any  of  their  descendants,  nor  by  angels,  nor  by 
any  other  creature  in  heaven  or  on  earth,  nor  be 
redeemed  or  reconciled  to  God;  but  would  have 
had  to  be  lost  forever,  had  not  God,  who  pitied 
His  creatures,  in  mercy,  interposed  in  their  behalf, 
and  made  provision  for  their  restoration.  Gen.  3 : 
6,  23;  Rom.  5:12-19;  Psalm  47:8,  9;  Rev.  5:3; 
John  3 :16. 


Article  III 

THE  RESTORATION  OF  MAN  THROUGH 
THE  PROMISE  OF  THE  COMING 
OF  CHRIST 

Regarding  the  restoration  of  our  first  parents 
and  their  descendants,  we  believe  and  confess: 
That  God,  notwithstanding  their  fall,  transgression 
and  sin,  and  although  they  had  no  power  to  help 
themselves,  He  was  nevertheless  not  willing  that 
they  should  be  cast  off  entirely,  or  be  eternally 
lost;  but  again  called  them  unto  Him,  comforted 
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them,  and  showed  them  that  there  were  yet  means 
with  Him  for  their  reconciliation;  namely,  the  im- 
maculate Lamb,  the  Son  of  God;  who  “was  fore- 
ordained” to  this  purpose  “before  the  foundation  of 
the  world,”  and  who  was  promised  to  them  and 
all  their  descendants,  while  they  (our  first  par- 
ents) were  yet  in  paradise,  for  their  comfort,  re- 
demption, and  salvation;  yea,  who  was  given  to 
them  thenceforward,  through  faith,  as  their  own; 
after  which  all  the  pious  patriarchs,  to  whom  this 
promise  was  often  renewed,  longed  and  searched, 
beholding  it  through  faith  at  a distance,  and  ex- 
pecting its  fulfillment — expecting  that  He  (the 
Son  of  God)  would,  at  His  coming,  again  redeem 
and  deliver  the  fallen  race  of  man  from  their  sins, 
their  guilt,  and  unrighteousness.  John  1:29;  11- 
27;  1 Pet.  1:19;  Gen.  3:15;  1 John  2:1,  2; 
3:8;  Gal.  4:4,  5. 


Article  IV 

THE  ADVENT  OF  CHRIST  INTO  THIS 
WORLD,  AND  THE  REASON  OF  HIS 
COMING 

We  believe  and  confess  further:  That  “when 
the  fullness  of  the  time  was  come,”  after  which  all 
the  pious  patriarchs  so  ardently  longed,  and  which 
they  so  anxiously  awaited — the  previously  promised 
Messiah,  Redeemer,  and  Savior,  proceeded  from 
God,  being  sent  by  Him,  and  according  to  the  pre- 
diction of  the  prophets  and  the  testimony  of  the 
evangelists,  came  into  the  world,  yea,  into  the 
flesh,  so  that  the  Word  itself  thus  became  flesh; 
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and  that  He  was  conceived  by  the  Virgin  Mary 
who  was  espoused  to  a man  named  Joseph,  of  the 
house  of  David,  and  that  she  bare  Him  as  her  first- 
born son  at  Bethlehem,  “wrapped  him  in  swad- 
dling clothes,  and  laid  him  in  a manger.”  John 
4:25;  16:28;  1 Tim.  3:16;  Matt.  1:21;  John  1: 
14 ; Luke  2 :7. 

Further,  we  believe  and  confess,  that  this  is  the 
same  One,  “whose  goings  forth  have  been  from 
of  old,  from  everlasting” ; who  has  “neither  be- 
ginnings of  days,  nor  end  of  life.”  Of  Whom  it  is 
testified,  that  He  is  “Alpha  and  Omega,”  the  be- 
ginning and  the  end,  the  first  and  the  last.”  That 
this  is  also  He — and  none  other — Who  was  chosen, 
promised  and  sent;  Who  came  into  the  world;  and 
Who  is  God’s  only,  first,  and  proper  Son ; Who  was 
before  John  the  Baptist,  before  Abraham,  before 
the  world;  yea,  Who  was  David’s  Lord,  and  Who 
is  God  of  the  “whole  earth,”  “the  first-born  of 
every  creature” ; Who  was  sent  into  the  world, 
and  Himself  delivered  up  the  body  pre- 
pared for  Him,  as  “an  offering  and  a sacrifice  to 
God  for  a sweet  smelling  savor” ; yea,  for  the  com- 
fort, redemption,  and  salvation  of  all — of  the  hu- 
man race.  Micah  5:2;  Heb.  7:3;  Rev.  1:8;  John 
3:16;  Rom.  8:32;  Col.  1:15;  Heb.  10:5. 

But  how,  or  in  what  manner,  this  worthy  body 
was  prepared,  or  how  the  Word  became  flesh,  and 
He  Himself  man,  we  content  ourselves  with  the 
declaration  which  the  faithful  evangelists  have  giv- 
en and  left  in  their  description  thereof;  according 
to  which  we  confess  with  all  the  saints,  that  He  is 
the  Son  of  the  living  God,  in  Whom  exist  all  our 
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hope,  comfort,  redemption,  and  salvation,  and 
which  we  are  to  seek  in  no  one  else.  Luke  1 :31-35,> 
John  30:31. 

Further,  we  believe  and  confess  by  authority  of 
scripture,  that  when  He  had  ended  His  course, 
and  “finished”  the  work  for  which  He  was  sent 
into  the  world,  He  was,  by  the  providence  of  God9 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  unrighteous;  suf- 
fered under  the  governor,  Pontius  Pilate,  was  cru- 
cified, died,  was  buried,  rose  again  from  the  dead 
on  the  third  day,  and  ascended  into  heaven,  where 
He  now  sits  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Majesty  nf 
God  on  high” ; from  whence  He  will  come  again 
to  fudge  the  living  and  the  dead.  Luke  23 : 1 : 33  r. 
53;  24:5,  6,  51. 

Thus  we  believe  the  Son  of  God  died — -“tasted 
death  for  every  man,”,  shed  His  precious  blood, 
and  thereby  bruised  the  head  of  the  serpent,  de- 
stroyed the  works  of  the  devil,  “blotted  out  the 
hand-writing,”  and  purchased  redemption  for  the 
whole  human  race  ; and  thus  became  the  source 
of  eternal  salvation  to  all  who  from  the  time  of 
Adam  to  the  end  of  the  world,  shall  have  believed 
in  Him,  and  obeyed  Him.  Gen.  3:15;  1 John  3: 
8;  Col.  2:14;  Rom.  5:18. 

Article  V , 

THE  LAW  OF  CHRIST,  WHICH  IS  THE 
HOLY  GOSPEL,  OR  THE  NEW 
TESTAMENT 

We  also  believe  and  confess,  that  Christ,  before 
His  ascension,  established  and  instituted  His  New 
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Testament  and  left  it  to  His  followers,  to  be  and 
remain  an  everlasting  testament,  which  He  conr 
firmed  and  sealed  with  His  own  precious  blood; 
and  in  which  He  has  so  highly  commended  to 
them,  that  neither  men  nor  angels  may  change  it, 
either  take  therefrom  nor  add  thereto.  Jer.  3 1 :3 1 ; 
Heb.  9:15-17;  Matt.  26:28;  Gal.  1 :8 ; 1 Tim.  6:3; 
Rev.  22:18,  19;  Matt.  5:18;  Luke  21:33. 

And  that  He  has  caused  this  Testament  (in 
which  the  whole  counsel  and  will  of  His  heavenly 
Father,  so  far  as  these  are  necessary  to  the  salva- 
tion of  man,  are  comprehended),  to  be  proclaimed, 
in  His  name,  through  His  beloved  apostles,  mes- 
sengers, and  servants  (whom  He  chose  and  sent 
into  all  the  world  for  this  purpose) — to  all  na- 
tions, people  and  tongues ; these  apostles  preach- 
ing repentance  and  remission  of  sins;  and  that 
He,  in  said  Testament,  caused  it  to  be  declared, 
that  all  men  without  distinction,  if  they  are  obe+ 
dient  through  faith,  follow,  fulfill,  and  live  ac- 
cording to  the  precepts  of  the  same,  are  His  chil- 
dren and  rightful  heirs;  having  thus  excluded  none 
from  the  precious  inheritance  of  eternal  salvation* 
except  the  unbelieving  and  disobedient,  the  head- 
strong and  unconcerted;  who  despise  such  salva- 
tion; and  thus  by  their  own  actions  incur  guilt 
by  refusing  the  same,  and  judge  themselves  un- 
worthy of  everlasting  life.”  Mark  16:15;  Luke 
24:46,  47;  Rom.  8:17;  Acts  13:46. 
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Article  VI 


REPENTANCE  AND  AMENDMENT 
OF  LIFE 

We  believe  and  confess,  that,  as  the  “imagina- 
tion of  man’s  heart  is  evil  from  his  youth,”  and 
consequently  inclined  to  all  unrighteousness,  sin 
and  wickedness,  that,  therefore,  the  first  doctrine 
of  the  precious  New  Testament  of  the  Son  of  God 
is  repentance  and  amendment  of  life.  Gen.  8:21; 
Mark  1:15.  Therefore  those  who  have  ears  to 
hear,  and  hearts  to  understand,  must  “bring  forth 
fruits  for  repentance,”  amend  their  lives,  believe 
the  gospel,  “depart  from  evil  and  do  good,”  de- 
sist from  wrong  and  cease  from  sinning,  “put  off 
the  old  man  with  his  deeds,  and  put  on  the  new 
man,  which  after  God  is  created  in  righteousness 
and  true  holiness.”  For  neither  Baptism , Sacra- 
ment, nor  Church- Fellow  ship , nor  any  other  ex- 
ternal ceremony,  can,  without  faith,  the  new  birth, 
and  a change  or  renewal  of  life,  help,  or  qualify 
us,  that  we  may  please  God,  or  receive  any  consola- 
tion or  promise  of  salvation  from  Him.  Luke  3 :8 ; 
Eph.  4:22,  24;  Col.  3:9,  10.  But  on  the  con- 
trary, we  must  go  to  God  “with  a sincere  heart  in 
full  assurance  of  faith,”  and  believe  in  Jesus 
Christ,  as  the  scriptures  speak  and  testify  of  Him. 
Through  which  faith  we  obtain  the  pardon  of  our 
sins,  become  sanctified,  justified,  and  children  of 
God;  yea,  partakers  of  His  mind,  nature  and  im- 
age, as  we  are  born  again  of  God  through  His  in- 
corruptible seed  from  above.  Heb.  10:21,  22; 
John  7:28;  2 Pet.  1:4. 
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Article  VII 


HOLY  BAPTISM 

Regarding  baptism,  we  confess  that  all  penitent 
believers,  who  through  faith,  the  new  birth,  and 
renewal  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  have  become  united 
with  God,  and  whose  names  are  recorded  in  heav- 
en, must,  on  such  scriptural  confession  of  their 
faith,  and  renewal  of  life,  according  to  the  com- 
mand and  doctrine  of  Christ,  and  the  example 
.and  custom  of  the  apostles,  be  baptized  with  water 
in  the  ever  adorable  name  of  the  Father,  and  of 
the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  the  burying  of 
their  sins,  and  thus  to  become  incorporated  into  the 
communion  of  the  saints,  whereupon  they  must 
iearn  to  observe  all  things  whatever  the  Son  of 
God  taught,  left  on  record,  and  commanded  His 
followers  to  do.  Matt.  3:15;  28:19,  20;  Mark 
16:15,  16;  Acts  2:38;  8-12,  38;  9:19;  10:47; 
16:33;  Rom.  6:3,  4;  Col.  2:12. 

Article  VIII 

THE  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 

We  believe  in  and  confess,  a visible  Church  of 
God,  consisting  of  those  who,  as  before  remarked, 
have  truly  repented,  and  rightly  believed;  who  are 
rightly  baptized,  united  with  God  in  heaven,  and 
incorporated  into  the  communion  of  the  saints  on 
earth.  1 Cor.  12:13.  And  these,  we  confess,  are 
a “chosen  generation,  a royal  priesthood,  and  holy 
nation,”  who  have  the  testimony  that  they  are  the 
“bride  of  Christ ; yea,  that  they  are  children  and 
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heirs  of  eternal  life — a “habitation  of  God  through 
the  Spirit,”  built  on  the  foundation  of  the  apostles 
and  prophets,  of  which  “Christ  himself  is  the 
chief  corner  stone”  — the  foundation  on  which 
His  church  is  built.  John  3:29;  Matt.  16:  18; 
Eph.  2:19-21;  Tit.  3:7;  1 Pet.  1:18,  19;  2:9. 
This  church  of  the  living  God,  which  He  has  pur- 
chased and  redeemed  through  His  own  precious 
blood,  and  with  which  He  will  be — according  to 
His  own  promise — for  her  comfort  and  protection, 
“always,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world” ; yea, 
will  dwell  and  walk  with  her,  and  preserve  her, 
that  no  “winds”  nor  “floods,”  yea,  not  even  the 
“gates  of  hell  shall  prevail  against  her” — may  be 
known  by  her  evangelical  faith,  doctrine,  love,  and 
godly  conversation;  also  by  her  pure  walk  and 
practice,  and  her  observance  of  the  true  ordinances 
of  Christ,  which  He  has  strictly  enjoined  on  His 
followers.  Matt.  7 :25  ; 16:18;  28  :20  ; 2 Cor.  6:16. 

Article  IX 

THE  OFFICE  OF  TEACHERS  AND  MINIS- 
TERS—MALE  AND  FEMALE— IN 
THE  CHURCH 

Regarding  the  offices,  and  election  of  persons 
to  the  same,  in  the  church,  we  believe  and  confess: 
That,  as  the  church  cannot  exist  and  prosper,  nor 
continue  in  its  structure,  without  offices  and  regu- 
lations, that  therefore  the  Lord  Jesus  has  Himself 
(as  a father  in  His  house)  appointed  and  prescribed 
His  offices  and  ordinances,  and  has  given  com- 
mandments concerning  the  same,  as  to  how  each 
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one  should  walk  therein,  give  heed  to  his  own 
work  and  calling,  apd  do  it  as  it  becomes  him  to 
do.  Eph.  4:11,  12.  For  He  Himself,  as  the  faith- 
ful and  great  Shepherd,  and  Bishop  of  our  souls, 
was  sent  into  the  world,  not  to  wound,  to  break,  or 
destroy  the  souls  of  men,  but  to  heal  them;  to 
seek  that  which  is  lost,  and  to  pull  down  the 
hedges  and  partition  wall,  so  as  to  make  out  of 
many  one;  thus  collecting  out  of  Jews  and  heath- 
en, yea,  out  of  all  nations,  a church  in  His  name; 
for  which  (so  that  no  one  might  go  astray  or  be 
lost)  He  laid  down  His  own  life,  and  thus  pro- 
cured for  them  salvation,  made  them  free  and  re- 
deemed them,  to  which  blessing  no  one  could  help 
them,  or  be  of  service  in  obtaining  it.  1 Pet.  2 : 
25;  Matt.  18:11;  Eph.  2:13,  14;  John  10:9,  11, 
15. 

And  that  He,  besides  this,  left  His  church  be- 
fore His  departure,  provided  with  faithful  minis- 
ters, apostles,  evangelists,  pastors,  and  teachers, 
whom  He  had  chosen  by  prayer  and  supplication 
through  the  Holy  Spirit,  so  that  they  might  gov- 
ern the  church,  feed  His  flock,  watch  over,  main- 
tain and  care  for  the  same;  yea,  do  in  all  things 
as  He  left  them  to  do;  and  likewise  to  teach  the 
church  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  He  com- 
manded them.  Eph.  4:11;  Luke  6:12,  13  \ 10:1; 
Matt.  28:20. 

Also  that  the  apostles  were  afterwards,  as  faith- 
ful followers  of  Christ  and  leaders  of  the  church, 
diligent  in  these  matters,  namely,  in  choosing 
through,  prayer  and  supplication  to  God,  brethren 
who  were  to  provide  all  the  churches  in  the  cities 
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and  circuits*  with  bishops,  pastors,  and  leaders, 
and  to  ordain  to  these  offices  such  men  as  took 
“heed  unto  themselves  and  unto  the  doctrine” ; and 
also  unto  the  flock;  who  were  sound  in  the  faith, 
pious  in  their  life  and  conversation  and  who  had — 
as  well  within  the  church  as  “without” — a good 
reputation,  and  a good  report;  so  that  they  might 
be  a light  and  example  in  all  godliness  and  good 
works;  might  worthily  administer  the  Lord’s  ordi- 
nances — baptism  and  sacrament  — and  that  they 
(the  brethren  sent  by  the  apostles)  might  also,  at 
all  places,  where  such  were  to  be  had,  appoint 
faithful  men  as  elders,  who  were  able  to  teach  oth- 
ers, confirm  them  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  “with 
the  laying  on  of  hands,”  and  who  (the  elders)  were 
to  take  care  of  all  things  of  which  the  church  stood 
in  need;  so  that  they,  as  faithful  servants,  might 
well  “occupy”  their  Lord’s  money,  gain  thereby, 
and  thus  “save  themselves  and  those  who  hear 
them.”  1 Tim.  3:1;  4:14-16;  Acts  1:23,  24;  Tit. 
1:5;  Luke  19:13. 

That  they  should  also  take  good  care  (particu- 
larly each  one  of  the  charge  over  which  he  had  the 
oversight),  that  all  the  circuits  should  be  well  pro- 
vided with  almoners,  who  should  have  the  care  and 
oversight  of  the  poor,  and  who  were  to  receive 
gifts  and  aims,  and  again  faithfully  to  distribute 
them  amongst  the  poor  saints  who  were  in  need, 
and  this  in  all  honesty,  as  is  becoming.  Acts  6:3-6. 

Also  that  honorable  old  widows  should  be  chosen 
as  servants,  who,  besides  the  almoners,  are  to  vis- 
it, comfort,  and  take  care  of  the  poor,  the  weak, 
the  afflicted,  and  the  needy  as  also  to  visit,  comfort, 
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and  take  care  of  widows  and  orphans;  and  fur- 
ther to  assist  in  taking  care  of  any  matters  in  the 
church  that  properly  came  within  their  sphere,  ac- 
cording to  their  best  ability.  I Tim.  5:9,  10; 
Rom.  16:1,  2. 

And  as  it  further  regards  the  almoners,  that  they 
(particularly)  if  they  are  fit  persons,  and  chosen 
and  ordained  thereto  by  the  church,  may  also  in 
aid  and  relief  of  the  bishops,  exhort  the  church 
(being,  as  already  remarked,  chosen  thereto),  and 
thus  assist  in  word  and  doctrine ; so  that  each  one 
may  serve  the  other  from  love,  with  the  gift  which 
he  has  received  from  the  Lord;  so  that  through 
the  common  service  and  assistance  of  each  member, 
according  to  his  ability,  the  body  of  Christ  may  be 
edified,  and  the  Lord’s  vineyard  and  church  be  pre- 
served in  its  growth  and  structure.  2 Tim.  2 :2. 

Article  X 

THE  LORD’S  SUPPER 

We  also  believe  in  and  observe  the  breaking  uf 
bread,  or  the  Lord’s  Supper,  as  the  Lord  Jesus  in- 
stituted the  same  (with  bread  and  wine)  before 
His  sufferings,  and  also  commanded  it  to  be  ob- 
served to  His  remembrance,  as  also  the  apostles 
subsequently  taught  and  observed  the  same  in  the 
church,  and  commanded  it  to  be  observed  by  be- 
lievers in  commemoration  of  the  death  and  suffer- 
ings of  the  Lord — the  breaking  of  His  worthy  body 
and  the  shedding  of  His  precious  blood — for  the 
whole  human  race.  So  is  the  observance  of  this 
sacrament  also  to  remind  us  of  the  benefit  of  the 
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said  death  and  sufferings  of  Christ,  namely,  the  re- 
demption and  eternal  salvation  which  He  purchased 
thereby,  and  the  great  love  thus  shown  to  sinful 
man;  whereby  we  are  earnestly  exhorted  also  to 
love  one  another — to  love  our  neighbor — to  forgive 
and  absolve  him — even  as  Christ  has  done  unto  us 
— and  also  to  endeavor  to  maintain  and  keep  alive 
the  union  and  communion  which  we  have  with 
God,  and  amongst  one  another ; which  is  thus 
shown  and  represented  to  us  by  the  aforesaid  break- 
ing of  bread.  Matt.  26:26;  Mark  14:22;  Luke 
22:19;  Acts  2:42,  46;  1 Cor.  10  :16;  11:23-26. 

Article  XI 

THE  WASHING  OF  THE  SAINT’S  FEET 

We  also  confess  a washing  of  the  feet  of  the 
saints,  as  the  Lord  Jesus  did  not  only  institute  and 
command  the  same,  but  did  also  Himself  wash  the 
feet  of  the  apostles,  although  He  was  their  Lord 
and  Master;  thereby  giving  an  example  that  they 
also  should  wash  one  another’s  feet,  and  thus  do 
to  one  another  as  He  did  to  them ; which  they  also 
afterwards  taught  believers  to  observe,  and  all  this 
as  a sign  to  remind  us  of  the  true  washing — the 
washing  and  purification  of  the  soul  in  the  blood 
of  Christ.  John  13:4-17;  1 Tim.  5:10. 

Article  XII 

MARRIAGE  AND  DIVORCE 

We  confess  that  there  is  in  the  church  an  hon- 
orable state  of  matrimony  between  two  believers  of 
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the  different  sexes,  as  God  first  instituted  the  same 
in  Paradise  between  Adam  and  Eve,  and  as  the 
Lord  Jesus  reformed  it  by  removing  all  abuses 
which  had  crept  into  it,  and  restoring  it  to  its  first 
order.  Gen.  1:27;  2:18,  22,  24;  Matt.  19:3-9. 

In  this  manner  the  apostle  Paul  also  taught  in 
the  church  leaving  it  to  each  one’s  own  choice  to 
enter  into  matrimony  with  any  person  who  would 
unite  with  him  in  such  state,  provided,  that  it  was 
done  “in  the  Lord,”  according  to  the  primitive 
order;  the  words  “in  the  Lord,”  to  be  understood, 
that  just  as  the  patriarchs  were  commanded  to 
marry  only  with  their  own  kindred  or  generation, 
so  there  is  also  no  other  liberty  allowed  to  believ- 
ers under  the  New  Testament  dispensation,  than  to 
marry  amongst  the  ‘“chosen  generation,”  or  the 
spiritual  kindred  of  Christ ; that  is,  to  such  as  have 
expressed  their  faith  in  Christ  as  their  Savior,  and 
united  with  the  church  by  baptism  or  confession  of 
faith.  1 Cor.  7;  9:5;  2 Cor.  6:14;  Gen.  24:4; 
28:1;  Num.  36:6-9.  We  encourage  marriage  of 
the  same  faith. 

divorce 

We  recognize  the  divorce  to  be  contrary  to  the 
will  of  God.  Also  no  brother  or  sister  shall 
retain  membership  in  the  church  who  will  marry 
again  after  having  been  divorced  or  who  will  mar- 
ry a divorced  person.  Matt.  19:7-9. 

“They  say  unto  him,  Why  did  Moses  then  com- 
mand to  give  a writing  of  divorcement  and  to  put 
her  away?  He  said  unto  them:  Moses,  because  of 
the  hardness  of  your  hearts  suffered  you  to  put 
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away  your  wives,  but  from  the  beginning  it  was 
not  so.  But  I say  unto  you,  whosoever  shall  put 
away  his  wife  except  it  be  for  fornication,  and 
shall  marry  another  commiteth  adultery,  and  who 
so  marrieth  her  which  is  put  away  doth  commit 
adultery.” 

Rom.  7 :2-8.  “For  the  woman  which  had  an 
husband  is  bound  by  the  law  to  her  husband  as 
long  as  she  live,  but  if  the  husband  be  dead  she 
is  loosed  from  the  law  of  her  husband,  so  if  while 
her  husband  liveth  she  be  married  to  another  man 
she  shall  be  called  an  adulteress.  But  if  her  hus- 
band  be  dead  she  is  free  from  that  law,  so  that  she 
is  no  adulteress,  though  she  be  married  to  another 
man.” 

1 Cor.  7:10-11.  “But  and  unto  the  married  I 
command,  yet  not  I,  but  the  Lord.  Let  not  the 
wife  depart  from  her  husband,  but  and  if  she  de- 
part, let  her  remain  unmarried  or  be  reconciled  to 
her  husband  and  let  not  the  husband  put  away 
his  wife.” 


Article  XIII 

THE  OFFICE  OF  CIVIL  GOVERNMENT 

We  also  believe  and  confess,  that  God  has  in- 
stituted civil  government,  for  the  punishment  of 
the  wicked  and  the  protection  of  the  pious ; and 
also  further,  for  the  purpose  of  governing  the 
world — governing  countries  and  cities;  and  also 
to  preserve  its  subjects  in  good  order  and  under 
good  regulations.  Wherefore  we  are  not  permit- 
ed  to  despise,  blaspheme,  or  resist  the  same;  but 
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are  to  acknowledge  it  as  a minister  of  God  and  be 
subject  and  obedient  to  it,  in  all  things  that  do 
not  militate  against  the  law,  will,  and  command- 
ments of  God;  yea,  “to  be  ready  to  every  good 
work”;  also  faithfully  to  pay  it  custom,  tax  and 
tribute;  thus  giving  it  what  is  its  due;  as  Jesus 
Christ  taught,  did  Himself,  and  commanded  His 
followers  to  do.  That  we  are  also  to  pray  to  the 
Lord  earnestly  for  the  government  and  its  wel- 
fare, and  in  behalf  of  our  country,  so  that  we 
may  live  under  its  protection,  maintain  ourselves, 
and  “lead  a quiet  and  peaceable  life  in  all  godli- 
ness and  honesty.”  And  further,  that  the  Lord 
would  recompense  them  (our  rulers),  here  and  in 
eternity,  for  all  the  benefits,  liberties,  and  favors 
which  we  enjoy  under  their  laudable  administra- 
tion. Rom.  13:1-7;  Tit.  3:1,  2;  1 Pet.  2:17; 
Matt.  17:27;  22:21;  1 Tim.  1:1,  2. 

Article  XIV 
NON-RESISTANCE 

Regarding  revenge,  whereby  we  resist  our  ene- 
mies with  the  sword,  we  believe  and  confess  that 
the  Lord  Jesus  has  forbidden  His  disciples  and 
followers  all  revenge  and  resistance,  and  has  here- 
by commanded  them  not  to  “return  evil  for  evil, 
nor  railing  for  railing” ; but  to  “put  up  the  sword 
into  the  sheath,”  or,  as  the  prophets  foretold,  “beat 
them  into  ploughshares.”  Matt.  5:39,  44;  Rom. 
12:14;  1 Pet.  3:9;  Isaiah  2:4;  Micah  4:3. 

From  this  we  see  that,  according  to  the  example, 
life,  and  doctrine  of  Christ,  we  are  not  to  do 
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wrong,  or  cause  offense  or  vexation  to  any  one;  but 
to  seek  the  welfare  and  salvation  of  all  men ; also, 
if  necessity  should  require  it,  to  flee,  for  the  Lord’s 
sake,  from  one  city  or  country  to  another  and  suf- 
fer the  “spoiling  of  our  goods”  rather  than  give 
occasion  of  offense  to  any  one ; and  if  we  are  struck 
on  our  “right  cheek,  rather  to  turn  the  other  also,” 
than  revenge  ourselves,  or  return  the  blow.  Matt 
5:39,  10:23;  Rom.  12:19. 

And  that  we  are,  besides  this,  also  to  pray  for 
our  enemies,  comfort  and  feed  them,  when  they 
are  hungry  or  thirsty,  and  thus  by  well-doing  con- 
vince them  and  overcome  the  evil  with  good.  Rom. 
12  My  21. 

Finally,  that  we  are  to  do  good  in  all  respects, 
“commending  ourselves  to  every  man’s  conscience 
in  the  sight  of  God”  and  according  to  the  law  of 
Christ  to  do  nothing  to  others  that  we  would  not 
wish  them  to  do  unto  us.  2 Cor.  4:2;  Matt.  7:12; 
Luke  6:31. 


Article  XV 

THE  SWEARING  OF  OATHS 

Regarding  the  swearing  of  oaths,  we  believe  and 
confess,  that  the  Lord  Jesus  has  dissuaded  His  fol- 
lowers from  and  forbidden  them  the  same;  that  is, 
that  He  commanded  them  to  “swear  not  at  all”; 
but  that  their  “Yea”  should  be  “yea,”  and  their 
“Nay,”  “nay.”  From  which  we  understand  that 
all  oaths,  high  and  low,  are  forbidden;  and  that 
instead  of  them  we  are  to  confirm  all  our  prom- 
ises, gpd  covenants,  declarations  and  testimonies  of 
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all  matters,  merely  with  “Yea  that  is  yea,”  and 
“Nay  that  is  nay” ; and  that  we  are  to  perform  and 
fulfill  at  all  times,  and  in  all  things,  to  everyone, 
every  promise  and  obligation  to  which  we  thus  af- 
firm, as  faithfully  as  if  we  had  confirmed  it  with 
the  most  solemn  oath.  And  if  we  thus  do,  we 
have  the  confidence  that  no  one — not  even  the  gov- 
ernment itself — will  have  just  cause  to  require 
more  of  us.  Matt.  5:34-37  ; James  5:12;  2 Cor. 
1:17. 


Article  XVI 

EXCOMMUNICATION  OR  EXPULSION 
FROM  THE  CHURCH 

We  also  believe  in  and  acknowledge  the  excom- 
munication, a separation  or  spiritual  punishment 
by  the  church  for  the  amendment,  and  not  for  the 
destruction,  of  offenders ; so  that  what  is  pure 
may  be  separated  from  that  which  is  impure. 
That  is,  if  a person,  after  having  been  enlight- 
ened, and  received  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and 
having  been  received  into  the  communion  of  saints, 
does  willfully,  or  out  of  presumption,  sin  against 
God,  or  commit  some  other  “sin  unto  death,”  there- 
by falling  into  such  unfruitful  works  of  darkness, 
that  he  becomes  separated  from  God,  and  is  de- 
barred from  His  kingdom  — that  such  an  one  — - 
when  his  works  are  become  manifest,  and  sufficient- 
ly known  to  the  church — cannot  remain  in  the 
“congregation  of  the  righteous” ; but  must,  as  an 
offensive  member  and  open  sinner,  be  excluded 
from  the  church,  “rebuked  before  all,”  and  purged 
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out  as  a leaven,”  and  thus,  remain  until  his  amend- 
ment, as  an  example  and  warning  to  others,  and 
also  that  the  church  may  be  kept  pure  from  such 
“spots  and  blemishes”;  so  that  not  for  the  want 
of  this,  the  name  of  the  Lord  be  blasphemed,  the 
church  dishonored,  and  a stumbling-block  thrown 
in  the  way  of  those  “without,”  and  finally,  that 
the  offender  may  not  be  condemned  with  the  world, 
but  that  he  may  again  be  convinced  of  the  error  of 
his  ways,  and  brought  to  repentance  and  amend- 
ment of  life.  Isaiah  59:2;  1 Cor.  5:5,  6,  12; 
1 Tim.  5:20;  2 Cor.  13:10. 

Regarding  the  brotherly  admonition,  as  also  the 
instruction  of  the  erring,  we  are  to  “give  all  dili- 
gence” to  watch  over  them,  and  exhort  them  in 
all  meekness  to  the  amendment  of  their  ways 
(James  5:19,  20)  ; and  in  case  any  should  remain 
obstinate  and  unconverted,  to  reprove  them  as  the 
case  may  require.  In  short,  the  church  must  “put 
away  from  among  herself  him  that  is  wicked,” 
whether  it  be  in  doctrine  or  life. 

Article  XVII 

THE  SHUNNING  OF  THOSE  WHO  ARE 
EXPELLED 

As  regards  the  withdrawing  from,  or  the  shun- 
ning of,  those  who  are  expelled,  we  believe  and 
confess,  that  if  any  one,  whether  it  be  through  a 
wicked  life  or  perverse  doctrine — is  so  far  fallen 
as  to  be  separated  from  God,  and  consequently  re- 
buked by,  and  expelled  from,  the  church,  he  must 
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also,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  Christ  and  His 
apostles,  be  shunned  and  avoided  by  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  church  (particularly  by  those  to  whom 
his  misdeeds  are  known),  whether  it  be  in  eat- 
ing or  drinking,  or  other  such  like  social  matters. 
In  short,  that  we  are  to  have  nothing  to  do  with 
him;  so  that  we  may  not  become  defiled  by  inter- 
course with  him,  and  partakers  of  his  sins;  but 
that  he  may  be  ashamed,  be  affected  in  his  mind, 
convinced  in  his  conscience,  and  thereby  induced  to 
amend  his  ways.  I Cor.  5:9-11;  Rom.  16:17; 
2 Thess.  3:14;  Tit.  3:10. 

That  nevertheless,  as  well  in  shunning  as  in  re- 
proving such  offender,  such  moderation  and  Chris- 
tian discretion  be  used  that  such  shunning  and  re- 
proof may  not  be  conducive  to  his  ruin,  but  be  ser- 
viceable to  his  amendment.  For  should  he  be  in 
need,  hungry,  thirsty,  naked,  sick  or  visited  by 
some  other  affliction,  we  are  in  duty  bound,  accord- 
ing  to  the  doctrine  and  practice  of  Christ  and  His 
apostles,  to  render  him  aid  and  assistance,  as  neces- 
sity may  require;  otherwise  the  shunning  of  him 
might  be  rather  conducive  to  his  ruin  than  to  his 
amendment.  I Thess.  5:14. 

Therefore  we  must  not  treat  such  offenders  as 
enemies,  but  exhort  them  as  brethren,  in  order 
thereby  to  bring  them  to  a knowledge  of  their  sins 
and  to  repentance;  so  that  they  may  again  become 
reconciled  to  God  and  the  church,  and  be  received 
and  admitted  into  the  same — thus  exercising  lpve 
towards,  them,  as  is  becoming.  2 Thess.  3:15.. 
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Article  XVIII 


CHRIST  COMING  TO  EARTH  AGAIN  — 
THE  RESURRECTION  OF  THE  JUST 
AND  THE  UNJUST— THE  LAST 
JUDGMENT 

We  believe  that  the  hope  of  the  church  is  cen- 
tered in  the  personal  return  of  our  Lord  and  Sav- 
ior, Jesus  Christ,  who  will  Himself  return  in  like 
manner  as  He  ascended.  Acts  1:11;  1 Thess.  4 : 
18.  The  importance  of  His  coming.  Matt.  24: 
42-44;  Mk.  12:33-37  ; Luke  12:35-36;  Luke  21:36. 

The  object  of  hope.  Titus  2:13;  1 Peter  1:3-9; 
1 Thess.  4:17;  John  14:3;  1 Cor.  1:4-8. 

The  motives  to  activity  and  holiness.  Luke  9 : 
26;  Phil.  3:20;  Col.  3:4-5;  1 Tim.  6:14;  1 Peter 
4:2-4;  Titus  2:12,  13;  Heb.  10:36-37;  Jas.  5:7, 
8;  Rev.  2:25;  Rev.  3:11;  1 Thess.  3:12,  13; 
1 John  2:28;  1 John  3:2,  3;  1 Thess.  5:4-6. 

Scoffers  do  not  believe  in  His  coming.  2 Peter 
3 :3-7. 

He  will  come  to  those  who  look  for  Him.  Heb. 
9 :28. 

The  Kingdom  reign  will  be  ushered  in  by  the 
appearance  of  Christ  in  His  glory.  (Luke  21  :27)  ; 
With  His  Church.  1 Thess.  3:13;  Zech.  14:5. 

To  reign  on  the  earth.  Rev.  5:10;  Zech.  14:9. 
One  thousand  years  during  which  the  devil  will 
be  bound.  Ps.  46:9;  72  ^ 10,  11,  17  ; Isa.  2:1-4. 
Until  His  enemies  become  His  footstool.  Isa.  11.: 
6-9;  Heb.  10:13;  Hosea  2:18. 

The  last  judgment,  when  the  thousand  years  are 
finished,  Satan  .MIX  be.  loosed  for  a little  season, 
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the  nations  which  he  gathers  together  for  battle 
will  be  destroyed  by  fire  from  heaven,  and  he  will 
be  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire.  Rev.  20:7-10.  Then 
will  occur  the  judgment  of  the  great  white  throne, 
whose  judgments  are  the  unrighteous  dead,  raised 
to  determine  at  this  tribunal  the  degree  of  their 
everlasting  punishment  in  the  lake  of  fire.  This 
ushers  in  the  day  of  God.  Rev.  20:11-15.  This  is 
the  eternal  state,  with  the  new  heavens  and  the 
new  earth,  when  Christ  will  deliver  up  the  king- 
dom to  God  the  Father,  that  God  (the  triune  God, 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit)  may  be  all  in  all. 
Rev.  chapters  21  and  22. 

SECRET  SOCIETIES  IN  THE  LIGHT  OF 
THE  HOLY  SCRIPTURES 

The  principle  of  secrecy  is  contrary  to  the  spirit 
and  teaching  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  also 
to  that  of  the  apostles.  John  3:19.  “This  is  the 
condemnation  that  light  is  come  into  the  world 
and  men  love  darkness  rather  than  light,  because 
their  deeds  are  evil,  for  every  one  that  doeth  evil 
hateth  the  light,  neither  cometh  to  the  light  lest 
his  deeds  should  be  reproved.  But  he  that  doeth 
truth  cometh  to  the  light  that  his  deeds  may  be 
made  manifest  that  they  are  wrought  in  God.” 
Eph.  5:11,  12.  “And  have  no  fellowship  with  the 
unfruitful  works  of  darkness  but  rather  reprove 
them  for  it  is  a shame  to  speak  of  those  things 
which  are  done  of  them  in  secret.”  Ezekiel  8:7-16. 

It  is  an  oath-bound  brotherhood.  Oaths  are  for- 
bidden. Matt.  5:33-38;  Jas.  5:12. 
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The  fellowship  of  the  lodge  is  contrary  to  the 
Scripture.  2 Cor.  6:14-16. 

“Come  out  from  among  them,  and  be  ye  separate 
saith  the  Lord,  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing 
and  I will  receive  you.”  2 Cor.  6:17. 


Now  these  are,  as  before  mentioned,  the  chief 
articles  of  our  general  Christian  Faith,  which  we 
everywhere  teach  in  our  congregation  and  families, 
and  according  to  which  we  profess  to  live;  and 
which,  according  to  our  convictions,  contain  the 
true  Christian  Faith,  which  the  apostles  in  their 
time  believed  and  taught;  yea,  which  they  testified 
to  by  their  lives  and  confirmed  by  their  deaths;  in 
which  we  will  also,  according  to  our  faith,  gladly 
abide,  live  and  die,  that  at  last,  together  with  the 
apostles  and  all  the  pious  we  may  obtain  the  sal- 
vation of  our  souls  through  the  grace  of  God. 


This  Confession  was  written  and  adopted  at  a 
Peace  Convention  held  at  Dortrecht,  on  the  21st 
day  of  April,  1632,  entitled:  A Declaration  of  the 
Chief  Articles  of  our  General  Christian  Faith. 
Slight  revisions  and  additions  made  by  the  Central 
Conference  of  Mennonites  in  session  August,  1918. 
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